
 

alternative evidence routes, cost, access, clarity and preparation shape students’ 
wider journey into UK study.

 

 

that context.

Executive summary

study, but students do not always experience the process as clear, consistent or 

and evidence routes exists, but uncertainty about which options are accepted by 

or visa deadlines.

be accepted by their chosen institution.
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student perspective, particularly where reasons  
are not clearly explained.

 
 

preparedness. Respondents and participants generally reported that English 
 



Recommendations 

1.  UK universities should ensure that information on English language 
requirements is clear, prominent and consistently understood and 
communicated internally and externally, enabling students and their 
advisers to understand the full range of accepted tests and other forms 
of English language evidence. 

2.  UK universities and the wider sector should ensure that students have 

geographical, technological and logistical circumstances.

3.  English language test providers should review test formats to minimise 
unnecessary format dependency and cultural unfamiliarity, while 
ensuring that tests continue to assess the language skills that students 
need for UK higher education.

4.  UK universities should develop a shared cross-institutional 
understanding that meeting English language requirements is not the 
end point of student preparedness and ensure that academic and 

communities.

5.  UK universities should develop clearer and more consistent approaches 

UK transnational education partnerships where these can appropriately 
evidence English language ability and where institutions are permitted to 
exercise such discretion.


