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For many international students of English, perceptions of the language and its speakers
are still intrinsically tied to outdated and unrealistic notions of prestige native speaker
models. This, however, is at odds with modern English which is a global, diverse, and
dynamic language, used more by L2 speakers than L1 (Crystal, 2019). It also does not
reflect the rich distinct varieties spoken throughout the British isles, which students have to
adjust to upon arrival here. So how can we make room for our students, and indeed, our
own Englishes in the ELT classroom, moving away away from stringent native speaker
model replication, and instead towards a goal of clear intelligible speech regardless of the
variety?

In this session, I’ll pinpoint why continued adherence to native likeness norms are harming
rather than helping our students in terms of both their perception and production of
English. I’ll then suggest practical ways in which we can overcome this, encouraging
students to embrace their L2 identity, accept rather than fear unfamiliar Englishes, and feel
confident to speak out to their fellow students and in their new local communities.
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